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the contact of any unwilling Europeans, even with the most cultured Indians,
and has, therefore, suggested that the inner portion of the cars may be
reserved exclusively for Europeans. The roofs of the cars, it is contended,
may, without infringing upon the sacred doctrine of "inequality", be
legitimately used by Indians who are properly dressed.

(5) The point made by my Association about forbearance is quite
logical. "The will of the people", so far as it has been reduced to law,
as my Association has been advised, leaves it open to Indians to claim
the right of riding on the tram-cars. The claim, therefore, as it is legal,
can hardly be considered to be "absurd".

In this connection, may I ask you a few questions? Is it logical
for the white people in the Transvaal, as soon as they go to Cape Town
or Natal, to ride side by side with Coloured people? Is it logical that
Coloured servants who may not belong to "the higher castes", whatever
that phrase may mean, should ride on the tram-cars? Is it logical, as
Mr. Soutter said at the Town Council meeting, that white men who
drive in dog-carts should sit next to their Coloured drivers?

My Association takes its stand upon the policy outlined by Mr, Cham-
berlain before the Conference of Colonial Premiers1 at the time of the
Diamond Jubilee. The Right Hon. Gentleman said:

We also ask to bear in mind the traditions of the Empire, which makes no
distinction in favour of or against race or colour, and to exclude, by reason of
their colour or by reason of their race, all Her Majesty's Indian subjects, or
even all Asiatics, would be an act so offensive to those peoples, that it would
be most painful to Her Majesty to have to sanction it. . f . It is not because
a man is of a different colour from ours that he is necessarily an undesirable
immigrant, but it is because he is dirty, or he is immoral, or he is a pauper,
or he has some other objection which can be defined in an Act of Parliament,
and by which exclusion can be managed with regard to all those whom you
really desire to exclude.

/ am9 etc.,
ABDUL GANI

CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION
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207. TRANSVAAL INDIANS AND PERMITS
The lot of the British Indian in the Transvaal is undoubtedly very
uncertain and very unhappy. The letter we reproduce in another column,2
addressed by the Chairman of the British Indian Association to the Colo-
nial Secretary of the Transvaal, is painful reading. The permit regula-
tions in connection with Indians have been changed from time to time,
1 In 1897; vide Vol. II, p. 350-6.
2 Vide pp. 184-5,